
The publishing process

As a peer-reviewed 
journal article

Manuscript

Journal  
submission

Peer review

Published article 

(Available publicly 
in 4–12 months*)

MAY INVOLVE 
MULTIPLE 

JOURNALS OR 
REVIEW ROUNDS

MANUSCRIPT

As a preprint

Preprint

Post to  
preprint server 

(Available publicly 
within 1–2 days)

Community  
feedback,  
peer review,  
collaborations

Possibility  
for updates

INSTANT

PREPRINT

Proof of  
productivity

Many funders accept 
preprints in grant 

applications.  
Preprints receive a DOI**  

and can be cited.

Wide 
visibility

Preprints are available 
via search tools such 

as Google Scholar  
or Europe PMC.

Journal 
compatible

Most journals  
in the life sciences 
accept preprints.

JOURNALS

Scoop  
protection

Many journals operate 
scoop protection 
policies starting  

from the date of the 
posted preprint.

PREPRINTS

Find more information at ASAPbio.org

* Might be behind a paywall 
** arXiv uses its own system of persistent identifiers for preprints 

Infographic by ASAPbio Fellows: Umar Ahmad, Christine Ferguson and Sumeet Pal Singh CC BY 4.0

https://asapbio.org/
https://asapbio.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

	The publishing process



