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How open is your preprint?

Attribution (BY)

Allows anyone to 
repost or modify your 
preprint in any 
medium for any 
purpose, but requires 
that users provide 
attribution to you and 
include a link back to 
the original whenever 
the material is used 
and shared.

Encouraged by NIH.1

Fits the original 
definition of open 
access.2

CC BY

● All CC licenses require reusers to indicate if changes have been made, which alerts others that the work as modified is not the same as 
the original.

● As long as you retain the copyright in your work, you can always grant additional permissions on an individual basis. This includes giving 
permission for someone to reproduce or modify your work, commercialize your work, or transferring copyright to a journal or signing a 
license to publish agreement.

● Licenses are permanent, but don’t stop authors from releasing other versions under other licenses.
● Professional norms for citation and plagiarism apply regardless of how content is licensed, and even for works dedicated to the public 

domain under CC0. Often, those norms are more restrictive than the attribution requirements of CC licenses.
● Fair use and other limitations and exceptions apply regardless of which license is selected.

Remember...

No license 

If you do not select a 
license, you do not 
give default 
permission to reuse 
the work (beyond 
what is required to 
post to the preprint 
server).

As a result, you don’t 
grant permission to:

○ Repost your 
paper, 
unchanged, on a 
class website

Using a figure in 
academic talks or text 
& data mining may 
also be prohibited in 
countries without a 
fair use or equivalent 
doctrine. Note that 
some servers 
(bioRxiv, arXiv, etc) 
allow TDM for all 
manuscripts.

Noncommercial (NC)

Prohibits commercial 
use of the material.

If you select it, you 
don’t grant permission 
to:

○ Republish a figure 
in a paywalled 
journal

○ Use the preprint 
to advertise 
products

○ Reprint the work 
in a textbook sold 
commercially

No derivatives (ND)

Prohibits the sharing of 
adaptations of the 
material.

If you select it, you 
don’t grant permission 
to:

○ Translate the 
preprint to 
another language

○ Create a copy of 
the preprint with 
extensive 
annotations

○ Adapt a diagram 
or drawing for use 
in another paper

ShareAlike (SA)

Requires 
adaptations of the 
material to be 
released under the 
same license.

For example, a figure 
that is modified 
from your preprint 
would have to also 
be published under a 
CC BY-SA license. 
(However, a book 
containing that 
modified figure 
could have its own, 
more restrictive 
license).

This license is used 
by Wikipedia and 
Wikimedia 
Commons.

-SA,-NC,-ND

The license you choose has a big impact on 
how your work will be shared & reused.

CC0 waiver

CC0 places work in 
the public domain, 
waiving all copyright 
and related rights.

Allows anyone to 
repost or reuse your 
preprint in any 
medium for any 
purpose, even 
without attributing it 
to you.

Often used for 
works created by 
U.S. government 
employees, as these 
are already in the 
public domain in the 
U.S.

Ideal for datasets.3
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These terms can be added to the CC BY 
license to produce 5 other licenses 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/ 

All rights reserved

The Creative Commons (CC) 
licenses described here  
break down the barriers to 
sharing by communicating 
rights and permissions up 
front with everyone.

See original at 
asapbio.org/licensing-faq
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