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Recognising peer review: what we’ve 
learned along the way
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to speed up research
by harnessing the power
of peer review
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Harness the Power of Peer Review

Two simple ways to add reviews

Publons record

Reviews added by 
Publons users

Publisher 
integrations



Two clicks to a downloadable record of your verified contributions



Matthias Lein

● Senior Lecturer - School of Chemical and Physical Sciences, 
Victoria University of Wellington

● Editorial Board Member, Journal of Chemistry

“My Head of Department gave me specific feedback on two aspects of my 
[promotion] application. One was my teaching, the other was my Publons profile.  
It really stood out that someone could verify what I had done in terms of peer 
review.  Needless to say that my Head of Department is a physicist, so he likes 
evidence!”



Harness the Power of Peer Review

280k+
reviewers

1.6m+
reviews

25k+
journals



2,000 journals integrated 
across many top publishers



What we’ve learned



Peer review for the arXiv?



Harness the Power of Peer Review

Peer review for the arXiv?

Few used it.

Key learnings:

● Editors are really important
● Tap into what people are already doing
● Scale really matters
● Incentives really matter



Harness the Power of Peer Review

Few wanted it.

Key learnings:

● This is a coordination problem
● Work within the system
● Incentives really matter

Change takes time. Maybe the time 
for open review is now?

Open review?



Speeding up science

On October 5th 2016, Nature published an 
article showing statistical evidence for a 
limit to maximum human lifespan.

Within days, post-publication reviewers had 
analysed and identified statistical issues on 
Publons. The scores they added told a 
completely different story when compared 
to the Altmetric popularity score (and what 
we will one day see in citation counts).

Publons now has thousands of similar 
scores added by expert reviewers.

But how many would we need to be truly 
useful? (I define useful as “used in the 
evaluation process”.)

Tagging?

Very high 
Altmetric score

Publons’ low expert 
reviewer score tells a 

different story

See the full discussion at publons.com/p/518732/ 

https://publons.com/p/518732/


What’s next?



Speeding up science

Integrating peer review into the research lifecycle

Publons record

Reviews added by 
Publons users

Publisher 
integrations

Researchers
● Recognition
● Education

Publishers
● Author services
● Reviewer search
● Transparency

Funders
● ???



Harness the Power of Peer Review

The scale, reach, and neutrality of Clarivate Analytics makes it possible 
for us to rapidly solve key issues in peer review for researchers, 

publishers, institutions, and funders.

blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/the-future-of-peer-review/ 

http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/the-future-of-peer-review/


Harness the Power of Peer Review

The Publons Academy

Early career 
researchers

● Coursework
To learn the craft of review

● Mentorship
Supervisor provides subject 
specific expertise

● Profile
Highlights expertise with 
post-pub reviews

Editors

● New reviewers
A source of motivated experts

● Evaluate skills 
Easily reference

○ Supervisor endorsement
○ Text of post-pub reviews



Harness the Power of Peer Review

We believe that more 
transparency and better 

cross-publisher tools are 
essential to the future of research



Publons
The home of peer review

andrew@publons.com
             @arhpreston


